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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  SOUTH  MOLTON  RURAL 

DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1944. 


Population — Rural  Area 

LIVE  BIRTHS—  Males  71,  Females  75 


1944 

1943 


9,289 

9,830 


Legitimate :  Males  69, 

Females  67 

Illegitimate:  Males  2, 

Females  8 

STILL  BIRTHS — Males  4,  Females  9 

Legitimate :  Males  3, 

Females 

;  8 

§ 

Illegitimate  ;  Male  1, 

Female 

1 

Birth 

Rate  per 

1,000,  England  and  Wales— 

-Live  Births 

17.6 

Still 

51 

.50 

Birth 

Rate  per 

1,000,  South  Molton  Rural 

Area 

1944 

15.8 

1943 

14.8 

1942 

15.8 

Death 

Rate,  all 

causes — Males  51,  Females 

67 

Death 

Rate  per 

1 ,000,  England  and  Wales 

*  «  * 

•  »  • 

11.6 

Death 

Rate  per 

1,000,  South  Molton  Rural 

Area 

1944 

12.7 

1943 

12.5 

Death  Rate  under  1  year  of  age — Males  2,  Females  3 

Legitimate:  Males  2,  Females,  3 
Illegitimate  ;  Males  -  ,  Females  — 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births — England  and  Wales  ...  46 

South  Molton  Rural  Area  32 

Death  Rate  from  Measles  (all  ages),  nil. 

Whooping  Cough,  nil. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years),  nil. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males 

Females 

Heart  Disease 

13 

27 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  ... 

5 

— 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

2 

3! 

,,  Breast  ...  ...  ...  ... 

— 

2  18 

,,  All  other  Sites 

’6  ! 

:  5) 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

4 ' : . 

5  !< 

Diabetes 

i 

1 

Bronchitis  ... 

4 

5 

Pfieumonia  ...  ... 

2 

5 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum/  ..: 

1 

— 

# 


1 


Causes  of  Death  {continued). 

Nephritis 

Influenza 

Tubercle  Disease  of  Respiratory  Organ  .. 
Other  Form  of  Tubercolosis 
Smci dc  *  * .  •  •  «  * . .  . . .  «  . 

Ro&d  Traffic 


Males  Females 
2  1 

2  — 

—  1 

—  1 

—  1 

1  1 


Heart  Disease  heads  the  list  again 
Other  Circulatary  Diseases 
Cancer 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage  ... 

Brochitis  ... 

Pneumonia 
Diabetes  ... 


40  deaths 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Paratyphoid  B. 

...  3  cases  ... 

All  removed  to 

Isolation  Hospital. 

Diptheria 

1  case 

Removed  to 

Isolation  Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  1  cases  ... 

6  cases  removed  to 
Isolation  Hospital. 

Pneumonia  ... 

3  cases  ... 

Treated  at  home. 

Erysipelas  ... 

1  case 

Treated  at  home. 

Opthalmic  Neonatorum  1  case 

Goes  to  Exeter  Hospital. 

One  case  of  Diphtheria — not  immunised.  Woman,  28  years. 

The  cases  of  Paratyphoid  are  not  common — usually  caused  by 
ingestion  of  infected  food — and  various  suggestions  are  made  as  to 
the  probable  source,  and  always  have  a  careful  list  of  all  foods 
taken  into  the  house,  and  drinks,  to  And  out,  if  possible,  the  cause. 
Of  course,  milk  can  carry  the  infection,  but  the  cause  of  that  is  by 
handling  milk  with  infected  hands.  None  of  the  cases  were  fatal. 
There  is  evidence  that  the  Hilltown  outbreak  was  caused  by 
a  soldier  stopping  at  an  adjoining  farm  who  developed  the  disease 
when  he  returned  to  his  Camp.  Paratyphoid  Fever  cannot  be 
distinguished  from  Typhoid  except  by  Bacteriological  examination 
of  the  blood  or  the  excreta — at  any  rate  in  the  early  stages. 

The  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital,  were 
unable  to  be  properly  isolated  in  their  own  homes.  Here  again  the 
source  of  the  infection  was  found  to  be  from  a  child  that  was 
brought  to  Molland  from  Nottingham. 

Some  cases  of  Measles  were  notified.  Notfiication  of  Measles 
is  not  taken  seriously  by  many  doctors.  For  my  own  part,  I  fail 
to  see  the  use  of  this  notification,  and,  as  we  get  it,  it  is  useless. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Number  of  cases  on  Register  on  December  31st,  1944:  32  cases. 
Males  20  ;  Females  12. 

2  deaths  during  the  year — 1  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

1  Meningitis  ,, 

Males:  14  Pulmonary.  Females:  8  Pulmonary. 

6  Non-Pulmonary.  4  Non- Pulmonary. 

4  Infants  under  2  years. 

IMMUNISATION  FROM  DIPHTHERIA. 

We  have  had  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  an  unimmunised  patient. 
We  cannot  expect  this  to  continue.  Immunisation  does  not  give 
or  guarantee  immunity  to  everyone.  In  the  large  majority  it  does. 
How  can  those  that  are  immune  be  distinguished  from  those  that 
are  susceptible  ?  The  answer  is  by  the  Schick  Test.  Reactors 
are  susceptible.  The  trouble  of  the  Schick  Test  is  it  means  two 
more  injections  at  the  same  time — one  in  each  forearm.  There 
is  a  good  deal  to  be  said  against  constantly  injecting  children,  and 
if  the  Schick  Test  is  positive,  that  is  a  reactor,  it  means  some  more 
injections.  Most  of  the  school  children  that  intend  being  immunised 
have  been  done  and  some  other  method  than  constantly  visiting 
villages  must  be  used.  The  best  is  to  trust  to  the  Health  Visitor. 
They  visit  all  the  babies  and  they  can  be  of  great  use  in  per¬ 
suading  parents  of  the  value  of  immunisation.  The  loss  of  a 
Resident  Welfare  Nurse  is  still  severely  felt. 

I  again  tender  my  grateful  thanks  to  Mr.  Willey  and  to 
Mr.  Oxland  for  the  help  I  have  received  during  1944, 

W.  G.  MORTIMER. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
AND  SURVEYOR  FOR  THE  SOUTH  MOLTON 

RURAL  AREA 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1944. 


WATER. 

It  has  been  decided  to  promote  a  Bill  in  Parliament  for  the 
formation  of  a  Water  Board  for  North  Devon,  with  the  object  of 
taking  over  all  existing  water  supplies  in  the  areas  of  the  constituent 
Authorities,  and  the  carrying  out  of  a  scheme  to  provide  a  piped 
water  supply  to  those  places  which  have  not  this  amenity,  or  where 
an  inadequate  supply  exists. 

Such  a  scheme  is  badly  needed  in  this  area,  and  as  I  have  said 
before,  is  in  my  view  the  only  solution  of  our  water  problems. 

The  water  supplies  of  this  area  are  extremely  troublesome, 
owing  almost  exclusively  to  the  lack  of  an  adequate  supply  during 
the  dry  months,  and  of  the  places  with  a  piped  supply  the  following 
has  been  the  position  during  the  past  year. 

Chulmleigh. —  It  was  necessary  early  in  the  year  to  impose 
drastic  restrictions  on  the  consumption  and  to  limit  the  hours  of 
consumption  to  five  of  the  twenty-four,  and  this  could  only  be  done 
with  the  introduction  of  a  supply  not  normally  in  use,  known  as  the 
Chulmleigh  old  supply,  being  utilised  as  occasion  demanded,  and  it 
was  necessary  before  turning  this  into  the  mains  to  chlorinate  it. 
A  bacteriological  examination  of  a  sample  after  chlorination, 
examined  by  the  Public  Analyst,  revealed  that  the  chlorination 
was  successfully  done. 

WlTHERlDGE. — This  village  new  mainly  depends  during  the 
summer  months  on  a  temporary  augmentation  scheme,  introduced 
in  1940,  on  account  of  the  fact  that  a  scheme  prepared  just  prior  to 
the  war  could  not  be  proceeded  with.  Further  efforts  were  made 
during  the  year  to  increase  this  temporary  supply,  and  were  to 
some  extent  successful,  further  springs  having  been  tapped. 
Samples  of  these  were  submitted  to  the  Analyst  before  they  were 
allowed  to  enter  the  supply,  which  proved  satisfactory. 

KlNGSNYMPTON. — Here  again  the  hours  of  consumption  had 
to  be  severely  limited,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  borehole 
from  which  the  supply  is  derived  is  producing  progressively 
decreasing  quantities,  which  is  also  having  its  effect  during  the 
winter  months. 
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RACKENFORD. — The  supply  at  Rackenford  is  also  derived 
from  a  borehole  and  a  general  shortage  the  whole  year  around  is 
experienced. 

Bishopsnypton. — The  supply  at  Bishopsnympton  is  derived 
from  a  borehole,  which  is  as  yet,  meeting  all  demands,  and  in  this 
place  no  curtailment  of  consumption  had  to  be  inflicted. 

NORTH  Molton. — The  supply  to  North  Molton  is  derived 
from  springs  on  Exmoor  and  the  only  trouble  experienced  here  is 
as  the  result  of  the  reservoir  being  very  inadequate  in  size,  with  the 
consequence  that  whilst  during  the  dry  months  this  is  practically 
emptied  during  the  day ;  there  is  an  overflow  during  the  night. 

Brayford.— -There  was  an  adequate  supply  at  Brayford  and 
no  curtailment  of  consumption  was  necessary. 

Apart  from  the  samples  of  water  mentioned  in  connection  with 
the  supplies  at  Chulmleigh  and  Witheridge,  no  chemical  analyses 
or  bacteriological  examinations  of  samples  from  public  supplies 
were  made,  as  there  was  nothing  to  indicate  anything  to  reverse 
previous  results. 

In  one  place  only  is  the  water  liable  to  have  a  plumbo  solvent 
action,  namely  at  Chulmleigh,  where  before  going  into  supply  the 
water  is  neutralized  by  being  made  to  pass  through  limestone 
chippings. 

No  contamination  of  the  public  supplies  has  arisen  necessitating 
special  action. 

20  per  cent,  of  the  dwelling-houses  in  the  district  are  supplied 
from  public  water  mains  direct  to  the  houses,  and  an  additional 
4.2  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in  the  district 
are  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes  from  public  mains;  this 
represents  21  &  4.2  per  cent,  of  the  population  respectively. 

Particulars  of  work  in  connection  with  water  supplies  carried 
out  during  the  year  are  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  inspections  carried  out  in 

connection  with  private  supplies  ...  48 

Number  of  samples  taken  from  existing 

supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  water  supplies  improved  ...  1 

Number  of  water  supplies  taken  into 

houses  from  public  mains  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  visits  to  and  inspections  of 

public  water  supplies  .  249 
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^DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

An  extension  of  the  sewer  to  provide  for  the  drainage  of  four 
houses  erected  under  the  Government’s  War  Time  Agricultural 
Housing  programme  at  Georgenympton  has  been  carried  out,  but 
apart  from  this,  no  sewerage  works  have  been  executed  during  the 
year.  96  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made  in  connection  with 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal. 

■  Particulars  of  drainage  work  carried  out  are  as  follows : — 
Number  of  new  drains  laid  to  existing  houses  3 
Number  of  extensions  to  drains  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  drains  cleared  ...  ...  9 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


t  '  v  • 

Number  of  new  closets  constructed  ...  1 

Number  of  earth  closets  and  privies 

converted  to  water  closets  ...  1 

Number  of  new  closet  pans  fixed  ...  1 

Number,  of  new  flushing  cisterns  provided  1 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

No  further  developments  have  taken  place  during  the' year 
which  leaves  the-  position  the  same,  as  heretofor,  namely,:  that 
refuse  is  being  collected  from  the  following  villages  by  Contract 
and  deposited  in  local  dumps  : — West  Bucfdand,  Chittlehampton, 
North  Molton,  Chulmleigh,  Witheridge,  Bishopsnympton  and 
Georgenympton.  Scavenging  work  is  undertaken  at  Witheridge 
and  Chulmleigh.  9  inspections  have  been  made  in  connection  with 
refuse  collection  and  disposal. 


SALVAGE. 


The  tptal  quantities  of  materials  which  prior  to  the  war  were 
wasted  but  which  have  been  collected  and  sold  for  re-use  in 
industry  are  as  follows:— 

Tons.  Cwts. 

1 


Waste.  Paper  and  Paper  Products  37 
Black  Scrap  ...  ...  *  ...  4  8 

i  •  *  *  ♦  •  ' 

Rubber  ...  .  ...  ...  2  18 

Textiles...,  ...  ...  ...  1  17 

Bones  \...  ...  . .i. «  t  ...  3  9 

NonTerrous  Metal  ...  —  5 


Qrs. 

2 

3 

2 

3 

3 

3 


Lbs. 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 
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50  visits  have  made  in  connection  with  this  work. 


NUISANCES. 

5  complaints  relating  to  nuisances  were  received  during  the 
year,  4  were  dealt  with  by  informal  action  abatement  being 
obtained  in  each  case  and  1  Statutory  Notice  for  Abatement  was 
served  which  is  outstanding. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

No  premises  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs. 

SCHOOLS. 

16  visits  and  inspections  of  Schools  were  made.  In  one  case 
alterations  to  the  drainage  system  were  asked  for  and  this  matter  is 
receiving  attention. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

DISINFESTATION  AND  DISINFECTION. 

9  premises  were  disinfected  as  the  result  of  the  occurrence  of 
notifiable  and  other  diseases.  2  premises  were  disinfested  as  the 
result  of  flea  infestation. 

19  visits  of  enquiry  were  made  relating  to  infectious  diseases. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

86  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  examination  for 
cleanliness  of  which  73  reached  the  required  standard. 

All  the  samples  were  taken  at  the  farms  at  the  time  of 
production  and  the  percentage  of  passes  were  84.88  as  compared 
with  last  year’s  percentage  of  passes  of  68.00  and  that  of  1942 
of  80.52. 

159  inspections  of  cowsheds  have  been  made,  and  these 
premises,  in  spite  of  war  time  difficulties,  are  constantly  being 
improved.  In  this  district  where  the  buildings  are  to  a  large 
extent  old  one  often  comes  up  against  cases  where  the  buildings  are 
so  unsuitable  for  conversio  ninto  anything  like  a  modern  cowshed  by 
reason  of  their  narrow  width  or  other  inherent  defects  that  the 
construction  of  a  new  cowshed  is  the  only  solution  of  the  difficulty. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  MEAT. 

No  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  are  in  use,  but  as  a 
result  of  inspections  of  food  in  shops,  the  undermentioned  were 
condemned: — 

315f  lbs.  Butcher’s  Meat. 

2  „  Cans  of  Food. 
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BAKEHOUSES. 


There  are  12  bakehouses  in  the  district,  these  are  kept  in 
a  sanitary  condition  and  there  has  been  no  complaint  concerning 

them, 

FACTORIES. 

Defects  were  found  in  two  factories  in  relation  to  sanitary 
accommodation.  In  one  case  the  defects  were  remedied  by  informal 
action  and  in  the  other  a  formal  notice  is  outstanding. 

HOUSING. 

The  six  houses  allocated  to  the  Council  under  the  Government’s 
War  Time  Housing  programme  were  completed  during  the  year  and 
are  occupied.  Two  of  these  were  erected  at  North  Molton  and 
four  at  Georgenympton.  They  each  have  a  living  room,  scullery, 
parlour,  store,  wash-house  and  W.C.  on  the  ground  floor  with  three 
bedrooms,  bathroom  and  W.C.  on  the  first  floor.  They  are 
provided  with  a  hot  water  system,  hot  water  being  obtained  from 
a  back  boiler  behind  the  combination  grate  in  the  living  room  and 
with  regard  to  general  conveniences  and  amenity  are  in  advance 
of  any  houses  the  Council  have  erected  previously. 

Apart  from  the  erection  of  these  houses  and  a  few  minor 
additions  to  houses,  no  new  housing  work  has  been  undertaken. 
The,  summary  below  shows  the  work  which  has  been  carried  out  in 
relation  to  existing  housing  accommodation  : — 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections  to  houses  259 

Number  of  houses  where  repairs  have 
been  effected  as  the  result  of  informal 
action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

No  statutory  notices  have  been  served  under  the  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts. 

No  demolition  orders  were  made  during  the  year,  but  two 
houses  have  been  demolished  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders 
were  operative  as  a  result  of  their  dangerous  conditions.  Three 
other  houses  in  similar  circumstances  are  in  process  of  demolition* 

A.  G.  OX  LAND,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  Surveyor  and  Inspector. 
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